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Campus
Briefs

Clyde Morris
Construction
The City of Daytona Beach
began construction June 9 on a
project to improve Clyde Morris
Boulevard between Beville Road
and Mason Avenue. There will
be various lane closures throughout the course of the construction project, beginning with the
northbound lanes between 7 p.m.
and 7 a.m., which should last for
the first six weeks of the project.
Following that, they will begin
work on the southbound lanes
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. until the
required drainage work is complete, at which point the work
times will move back to 7 p.m. to
7 a.m. The project is planned to
be completed in December.

Juneteenth
This past week EmbryRiddle and the city of Daytona
Beach celebrated Juneteenth,
a nationwide collaboration to
celebrate the emancipation of
250,000 black slaves on June
19, 1865. Embry-Riddle hosted
various events and speakers on
campus to celebrate this piece
of black history.

Master Plan undergoes
additional modifications
Peter Richardson
Staff Reporter
Embry-Riddle Aeronautical
University’s department of
Construction and Planning is
undertaking a complete overhaul
of the university’s Master Plan.
This new plan will attempt to
be the guiding document for the
university’s next fifteen years of
construction, development and
growth. The revamping process
has only just begun and thus all
ideas are still on the table, but
the eventual plan will incorporate
many different features necessary
for the growth of ERAU.
One of the potential buildings
to be placed on this master plan
is the proposed Student Union
building. This future nexus of
Daytona Beach campus life could
house all sorts of student-based
functions. Ideas still being considered include bowling alleys,
movie theaters, SGA offices, an
airport observation area and a
student lounge. The Construction
and Planning department hopes
to hold numerous sessions with
various student organizations on
campus to try and gauge what
facilities they would be interested
in for new building. While a

timeline for the building is still up
in the air, the initial planning and
student input sessions could start
as early as this fall.
Another major feature of the
new Master Plan will be the use
of currently undeveloped area
that ERAU will have access
to. For example, according to
the Construction and Planning
department, the area that is currently a bus lot on Clyde Morris
will be vacated by the city in
around nine months time. There
are already plenty of ideas for
this lot and it could free up space
on the campus proper for other
projects or more parking.
The Technology Park idea,
where various industry partners
could have ERAU work areas, is
also still on the plate. While no
concrete building sizes and plans
were discussed with the Avion,
the idea is very much a possibility
and was mentioned as a feature to
be looked at on the new Master
Plan.
Also currently undeveloped is
the “buffer zone” area east of
the current athletic facilities on
the east side of Clyde Morris
Blvd. The university is currently
in negotiations with the city to
free up this area for low impact
construction and facilities. Again,

many ideas are on the table but
the university administration has
in mind athletic facilities that
would allow ERAU to eventually grow into a NCAA Division
One university. Proposed facilities include a brand new softball field, an artificial turf soccer
field, another natural soccer field,
more campus parking facilities,
enhanced track and field areas, a
discus area, a cross country trail,
a ropes course and the relocation
of the recreational fields currently
north of the Student Village and
east of the Marriott Hotel.
In place of the current recreational fields will be a brand
new university administration
building and worldwide campus
headquarters. This new building
is about to begin the architectural
design phase, but initial plans
call for a large, glass office type
building with conference facilities, offices, convention areas and
a welcome area. The idea is to
provide ERAU with something it
has been lacking, an identifiable
and impressive front face for the
The new building will also be
the first eco-friendly Leadership
in Energy and Environmental
Design Silver Certified building
on campus. This new eco-friendly
outlook for Embry-Riddle will be

Discovery Returns Home

will be moved to these modulars and then the current flight
line complex will be demolished.
Unfortunately, after the tornado
last year the ground this building
sits on has become contaminated,
so construction will have to wait
an extra month or two while the
land is cleaned. Construction for
this project is supposed to start
sometime

looked at and applied to all
new construction projects when
feasible.
The newest building ERAU
will get is the Hagedorn flight
complex. To facilitate this construction, new modular buildings
will be built on one of the parking
lots near the flight line. Classes

next spring or
maybe into next
summer. One of the
biggest concerns
for students,
Please
see
“MASTER,”
page A2
IMAGE COURTESY EMBRY-RIDDLE

THE MASTER PLAN AS it stands now is completely a work
in progress. Many of the major ideas are represented here
in the April version, but it is not final.

Campus
makes green
investments
Andrew Striker
Staff Reporter

BRIAN ASBURY/AVION

AFTER FOURTEEN DAYS IN in space, Space Shuttle Discovery returned to Kennedy Space Center on Saturday
morning. Discovery’s crew launched the Japanese Kibo module for the ISS. Discovery also brought home astronaut
Garrett Reisman from the ISS after being in space for 95 days. See ‘DISCOVERY,’ A4

University to receive Collier Trophy
Press Release
Robert F. Ross
Daytona Beach, Fla., June 4, 2008 –
Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University is
among the winners of the 2007 Collier
Trophy, awarded to a team of organizations that collaborated to develop the
automatic dependent surveillance-broadcast (ADS-B) system, a new technology
that promises to greatly improve the safety, capacity and efficiency of the national
airspace system.
As the nation’s largest collegiate aviation program, Embry-Riddle pioneered
the implementation and testing of ADS-B
in its aircraft. The flight training fleets at
its campuses in Daytona Beach, Fla., and

Prescott, Ariz., are fully equipped with
the new technology.
With ADS-B, both pilots and controllers see radar-like displays with accurate
traffic data from satellites, updated in real
time. Pilots also have access to weather
services, terrain maps, and flight information services. The improved situational
awareness enables pilots to fly at safe
distances from each another with less
assistance from air traffic controllers.
The Collier Trophy is given annually
by the National Aeronautic Association
(NAA) to companies and individuals for
“the greatest achievement in aeronautics
or astronautics, with respect to improving
the performance, efficiency, and safety
of air or space vehicles.” Past recipients have included Orville Wright, Chuck

Yeager, the Apollo 11 crew, Burt Rutan
and the developers of GPS.
The award will be presented to EmbryRiddle on June 12 at a NAA ceremony in
Arlington, Va.
“We’re proud to have been a leader in
implementing this revolutionary technology,” says John P. Johnson, president of
Embry-Riddle. “It is fair to say that it has
reduced the risk of mid-air and near midair collisions dramatically at both of our
campuses.”
“In the mid-1990s, we had a GPS recording system we were using to record and
download training flights for debriefs. So
when we learned about ADS-B, we could
see its obvious utility,” recalls Sean
Please see “TROPHY,” page A2

The campus Facilities
department is in the process
of reviewing plans for thermal solar panels to be installed
atop the new Fitness Center.
These solar panels are the latest efforts by the University
to increase sustainability and
decrease power usage. Once
installed, these panels may be
used to heat the shower water
as well as the pool water. In
fact, if the panels are installed,
it is believed that these panels
will be able to heat the pool to
a temperature warm enough to
keep the pool open year-round,
regardless of cold weather.
The Fitness Center will
be the first building on campus to have a green energy
source, but the university is
hopeful not the last. After the
new panels are installed and
their performance is evaluated,
Facilities will actively pursue
the possibility of installing
solar panels on other buildings
as well. Assuming the panels
perform the way they should,
the Student Village, ICI, and
Chanute Residences may all be
using thermal solar panels in
the next several years.
All of these considerations
for solar panels are just the
latest ideas by the Facilities

department and Campus
Sustainability
Committee
to turn our campus toward a
greener and more cost effective
future. With the cost of energy
skyrocketing the way it has
these past few years, EmbryRiddle has been searching for
new ways to save power and
decrease energy usage. One of
the other paths the campus has
taken includes turning off computers in the labs and offices
overnight. With the help of
the IT department, most of the
computers on campus have
been set to automatically turn
off at night and after not being
used for several hours. It is
estimated that this action alone
saves the university $66 per
computer, per year. Facilities
also plans to work closely with
the Housing department to
encourage students living on
campus to make similar adjustments to their lifestyle. With
such amazing results in this
effort the University has been
more than open to new ideas
for green and energy conserving technologies.
The Prescott campus has
been implementing similar
programs on their campus as
far as shutting down computers and installing greener technologies.
Please see “GREEN,” page
A2
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New changes to Parking to change for Fall
Master Plan
Bryan Manuel

Chief Copy Editor

“Master”

from Front

and thus the University, is
campus parking. Therefore
a complete Parking Master
Plan will be incorporat-

“

The plan will
incorporate new
ideas and old
buildings
in new ways ...

-PETER RICHARDSON

”

ed into the new Master
Plan, with the goal of having spots for every student and staff member
throughout any construction period and beyond.

These construction periods are the times parking might be a bit tight,
but spots should be
available; they just may
require temporary parking
lots and a little more walking on everyone’s part.
The
overall
goal
of this new Master
Plan is to take EmbryRiddle into the next fifteen years and to provide a good sense of how
ERAU should grow. The
plan will incorporate new
ideas and old buildings in
new ways and will try to
take student concerns into
account whenever possible. The new Master
Plan should be completed in six to seven
months
time
and
by
then
ERAU
should
be
able
to
get a good look at
its future.

Over the past several years,
many changes have taken place
with parking on the ERAU
Daytona Beach campus. More
changes will be occurring for
the upcoming school year, as
student needs and campus construction necessitate changes
to the current parking layout.
The biggest change, affecting the approximately 40 percent of students who live in
the campus residence halls,
will be the return to a single unified lot color for all
housed students. The Student
Village lot will be reclassified
as a green decal area, and all
housed students will be issued
green decals. All housed students will be permitted to park

in Challenger, Voyager, Yeager
or the Student Village lot.
In addition to this change, the
construction of Phase II of the
Hagedorn Aviation Complex
will affect several lots. The
Eagle lot, currently designated
as employee parking, will be
closed for construction by the
beginning of the Fall 2008
semester. Two modulars will
be installed in the Tomcat lot
for employees whose offices
need to be moved, and the rest
of Tomcat lot will be changed
to employee parking only.
However, in order to offset
the loss of an entire commuter lot, two other lots will be
changed. The Citation Center
lot, immediately south of the
Goldman Academic Complex,
will be divided between
employee parking and commuter parking. Approximately

30 spaces at the east end of
Citation Center will be reclassified as commuter spaces.
Additionally, the Lindbergh
lot, immediately south of the
Lehman Building, will be
reclassified as commuter parking.
The final lot change that
has been decided upon for
the coming year involves the
Spitfire lot, located south of
the Track and Field Complex.
Over the last two years, commuter students have been able
to get a brown decal for use in
the Spitfire lot without having to pay the $35 decal fee.
However, due to the lack of
brown decals being issued, the
Spitfire lot will be reclassified as a general parking area,
meaning that employees, commuting students and housed
students may all use the lot.

These parking decisions
were made jointly by the
Director of Campus Safety,
Paul McGuinnes, and the
Supervisor of Parking and
Traffic Services, Richard
Amato, with the input of the
Parking and Traffic Committee.
The committee is comprised of
faculty, staff and SGA representatives. “We believe the
changes being made will satisfy the desires of students,
faculty and staff regarding
parking for the coming year,”
said Amato.
The price of a parking decal
will remain at $35 for the coming year. The decals themselves will be slightly smaller
than the decals that are currently being used. Additionally,
motorcycle decals will be extra
small so that they can easily be
placed on motorcycles.
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THE FALL SEMESTER WILL see numerous changes for campus parking zones, including a single unified lot color for all
students living in campus housing. The changes were made by a committee consisting of the Director of Campus Safety
and the Supervisor of Parking and Traffic Services, along with members of the faculty, staff, and SGA.

Facilities
increases
sustainability
“GREEN”

from Front

Embry-Riddle has set a goal
of being climate-neutral by the
year 2020. The President of
the Sustainability Committee,
Jim Ramsay, has been propos-

ing new ideas and ways for the
University to reuse old items
and increase internal sustainability. The Sustainability Committee
also plans to better communicate
to students the benefits as well
as the necessity of using greener
technologies.
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THE UNIVERSITY PLANS TO utilize solar panels similar to
these ones on buildings around campus beginning with the
Fitness Center. The panels will be used there to decrease
power usage by heating the water for showers and the pool.

University wins
award for work
with ADS-B
“TROPHY”

from Front

Jeralds, associate dean of the
College of Aviation at EmbryRiddle’s Prescott campus.
“Embry-Riddle pioneered
ADS-B in the flight training

environment in 2003, when
we first acquired and installed
the system,” says Frank Ayers,
chairman of flight training
at the Daytona Beach campus. “We were also the first
flight operation to combine
the ADS-B with the Garmin G
1000 glass cockpit.”

Students
win design
competition
Press Release

Mary Van Buren
Daytona Beach, Fla., June 10,
2008 – Two student teams from
Embry-Riddle Aeronautical
University recently took firstplace awards in the FAA’s Design
Competition for Universities
for their proposals on the use
of alternative fuels and GPS
technology at airports.
A team of business administration students from EmbryRiddle’s Sky Harbor Campus
in Phoenix, Ariz., took the
first-place award in the category of Airport Environmental
Interactions for a proposal to
use solar energy as a clean, costeffective alternative fuel for airport ground support equipment.
A second Sky Harbor team
captured an honorable mention
in the Runway Safety/Runway
Incursions category.
“This educational experience
provided an excellent opportunity for students to conduct
individual as well as collaborative research to solve challenging issues of importance
to all airports. The learning,
teamwork, and spirit displayed
by these student teams was
outstanding,” said Dr. Edward
Gordhammer, an Embry-Riddle
business administration professor and advisor to the Sky
Harbor teams.
The first-place Sky Harbor
student team members were
Cynthia Cooke (project lead),
Zeino Daryani, Roxann Favors,
Tamie Fisher, Samuel Niko,
Robyn Sullivan and Sandra
Torres.
The Airport Management
Club
at
Embry-Riddle’s
Daytona Beach campus, led
by College of Business students Joost Vlek (project lead),

Richard Genge and Andrew
Wilhelm, was the top team in
the category of Runway Safety/
Runway Incursions. Their proposal recommends using GPS
technologies in a new way to
decrease runway incursions
caused by ground vehicles operating around runways.
“All of us in the College
of Business are very proud of
the hard work and ingenuity
of our students,” said Dr. Seth
Young, an Embry-Riddle business professor and advisor to
the club. “They’ve made a solid
contribution to the industry with
a cost-effective technology proposal that should be considered
for further development.”
This year’s competition
attracted 36 proposals from
16 colleges and universities.
The winning proposals were
selected by panels of FAA,
industry, and academic experts.
The Sky Harbor teams will
receive $3,000 and the Daytona
Beach team $2,500, and both
first-place teams will present their winning proposals at
the American Association of
Airport Executives (AAAE)
annual meeting in New Orleans
this month.
Besides the AAAE, other
partnering organizations in the
competition were the Airport
Consultants Council, the
Airports Council International –
North America, and the National
Association of State Aviation
Officials.
The FAA Design Competition
for Universities challenges students to address airport operations and infrastructure issues
by requiring them to reach out
to airport operators and industry experts to advise them in
their proposals and to help them
assess the efficacy of their proposed designs/solutions.

Campus
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University finishes
Professor explores
third in Director’s Cup spaceflight and fatigue
Sports Press Release
Alison Smalling

DALLAS, Texas – The
Embry-Riddle Athletic department solidified its standing as
one of the top NAIA program’s
in the country with a programbest third place finish in the
United States Sports Academy
Director’s Cup, the National
Association of Collegiate
Directors
of
Athletics
announced at the NACDA
Convention on Wednesday.
The Directors’ Cup is presented
annually by NACDA to the
best overall collegiate athletic
programs in the country.
ERAU totaled 736.25 points
to finish behind repeat champions Azusa Pacific (947 points)
and Simon Fraser (818 points).
The Eagles’ fellow Florida Sun
Conference member, Savannah
College of Art and Design also
improved in the standings from
last year, placing eighth with
652 points.
The Eagles vaulted into fifth
place after a solid start in the
fall. Men’s soccer (73 points)
advanced to the national tournament quarterfinals and finished fifth overall, while the
men’s cross country team (69
points) had its best showing ever with a seventh-place
finish on the national stage.
Women’s soccer’s 17th-place
finish contributed 60 points
and women’s cross country and

volleyball added 22 and 37.5
points, respectively.
Despite posting a pair of to
20 finishes in women’s indoor
track and field (13th, 63 points)
and men’s basketball (17th, 50
points), and men’s indoor track
and field adding 43.5 points,
the Eagles slipped to 10th in
the winter standings.
But the Blue and Gold

“

... the Blue and
Gold rebounded
with a very
strong Spring
campaign ...
-ALISON SMALLING

”

rebounded with a very strong
Spring campaign, which saw
seven of the eight in-season
sports earn national championship berths. Leading the way
was the women’s golf team (90
points) who finished just three
strokes shy of a national title for
the program’s first runner-up
finish. The men’s tennis team
advanced to the national semis
for the fourth straight season
and was third (83 points), while
the women’s squad advanced to
the quarterfinal round for only
the second time in school history, closing out the season in
fifth (70 points).

The women’s outdoor track
and field team added 59.25
points after coming in 15th at
nationals and baseball, under
the guidance of first-year head
coach Randy Stegall, closed
out the season with a fifthplace finish (73 points) at the
NAIA World Series.
Azusa Pacific earned national
titles in men’s soccer and men’s
indoor and outdoor track and
field en route to the program’s
third straight Director’s Cup.
The Cougars, who placed in 14
postseason championships, also
took second in women’s indoor
track and field and women’s
soccer, third in men’s tennis,
fourth in women’s outdoor
track and field, fifth in men’s
basketball and women’s tennis,
sixth in women’s cross country,
seventh in baseball and 58th in
women’s volleyball.
Simon Fraser took home
the women’s cross country
crown and posted top five
finishes in women’s outdoor track and field (2nd),
men’s swimming (2nd), women’s swimming (2nd) men’s
soccer (3rd), women’s indoor
track and field (3rd) and softball (5th).
Rounding out the top five were
Fresno Pacific who was fourth
with 684 points and Concordia
(Calif.) who finished with
679.50 points, just barely edging
Golden
State
Athletic
Conference rivals California
Baptist (679).

Students to conduct
tests on NASA plane
Press Release

Mary Van Buren

Daytona Beach, Fla.,
June 10, 2008 – NASA has
selected a student team from
Embry-Riddle Aeronautical
University to fly an experiment of their own design in
the annual Reduced Gravity
Student Flight Opportunities
Program (RGSFOP).
The team’s experiment,
titled Project FuSSION (Fuel
Slosh Simulation of Induced
Oscillatory Nutation), investigates the prediction of liquid
behavior in fuel tanks that can
cause destabilization of spinning spacecraft.
Over the course of six
months, the team members
have been developing and
testing their experiment in
preparation for their flights
on NASA’s modified C-9
aircraft, which simulates
weightlessness by performing
consecutive parabolic arcs at
high altitude above the Gulf
of Mexico. During the program, which runs July 10-19,
2008, the team will be based
at Ellington Field near Lyndon
B. Johnson Space Center in
Houston.
The fuel-slosh experiment
is a continuation of a previous
Embry-Riddle project that flew
in the NASA program in 2006,
NESST (Nutation Experiment
Slosh Simulation Test). NESST
team leader James Ristow,
who is now a NASA engineer, remarked, “It’s good that
this topic is being revisited.

There’s much more that can be
investigated.”
Team FuSSION consists
of five Embry-Riddle engineering students. Team leader Dillon Sances, a senior in
Aerospace Engineering, says,
“This NASA program is the
opportunity of a lifetime for
undergraduate students to perform real hands-on engineering while enjoying a unique
microgravity experience.”
The design team is composed of senior Thomas Smith
and junior Joshua Gibson, both

“

This NASA program is the opportunity of a lifetime
for undergraduate
students ...
-MARY VAN BUREN

”

in Aerospace Engineering, and
junior Brenton Cody Thompson
in Engineering Physics.
Shayna Neumann, a junior in
Aerospace Engineering, is the
team’s outreach coordinator.
In fulfillment of the educational outreach requirement of
the NASA program, the team
is partnering with EmbryRiddle’s TeachSpace program
and with the Museum of Arts
& Sciences in Daytona Beach
to give presentations to local
students of all ages to inspire
them to pursue careers in
science and technology. The

team is also giving multiple
presentations to schools across
Florida. FuSSION’s progress
and outreach schedule is viewable at the project website,
www.eraumicrogravity.org.
The goal of the NASA
Reduced Gravity Student
Flight Opportunities Program
is to increase the number of
scientific professionals graduating from U.S. colleges
and universities. The student
teams are chosen by a review
board of NASA scientists and
engineers who examine proposals from a substantial pool
of applicants from across the
nation.
“I’m proud that EmbryRiddle students have been
chosen for this prestigious
program,” says Dr. Sathya
Gangadharan, Embry-Riddle
engineering professor and
advisor to Project FuSSION.
“They’ve worked very hard
to develop an experiment that
addresses one of NASA’s realworld challenges.”
During the first week of the
NASA program, the students
must pass physical examinations and will receive physiological preflight training.
During the second week,
the students will fly in the
C-9 aircraft, conducting their
experiment in weightlessness
as the aircraft performs 40
parabolic arcs, including some
that simulate gravity on Mars
and the Moon. After the flight
experiment, the students will
take part in debriefings and
reviews and will submit a final
report to NASA this fall.

PHOTO COURTESY EMBRY-RIDDLE

Press Release

Mary Van Buren
Daytona Beach, Fla., June 12,
2008 – Ever get dizzy, disoriented, or nauseated on a roller
coaster? It’s a feeling similar
to space sickness, and understanding how it works could
aid the development of countermeasures for one of the lesser
understood problems associated
with human spaceflight.
Dr. Jon French, a professor
of Human Factors at EmbryRiddle Aeronautical University,
believes the “vestibular disorientation” experienced by some
astronauts can result in acute
fatigue, a condition known
as Sopite Syndrome. He will
explore this relationship with
the help of over 50 volunteers
who will experience microgravity this weekend aboard Zero
Gravity Corporation’s G-Force
One, a specially modified aircraft that creates weightlessness

by performing parabolic arcs.
“Vestibular disorientation is
nothing new, and our bodies are
known to acclimate themselves
to disorienting situations,” said
Dr. French. “However, the disorientation appears to take its
toll in other ways, like fatigue.
This could be a significant issue
in how successfully or completely astronauts can complete
their missions, and for agencies
like the FAA that may soon
develop qualification guidelines for commercial spaceflight
crews and passengers.”
Dr. French’s volunteers will
wear wrist monitors to measure
their sleep patterns for several days before and after their
flights. They will also provide
preflight and postflight saliva
samples from which Dr. French
will measure key hormones
related to stress and fatigue.
The research is made possible through a 2007 agreement
between Embry-Riddle and
Zero Gravity Corp. aimed at

using G-Force One as a microgravity science platform under
a partnership with the state of
Florida. Dr. French plans to
enlist other volunteers on future
flights to expand his research
database.
The volunteers are from a
larger group of space-industry
employees who were selected
to participate in a month-long
Florida Aerospace Microgravity
Training Program, an initiative
designed to expose workers
to weightless conditions such
as those found in space. The
program, which includes three
flights on June 14-15 from
Space Coast Regional Airport in
Titusville, Fla., is administered by
Brevard Community College and
the SpaceTEC National Center
of Excellence for aerospace
technical
education,
with
sponsorship
by
the
Brevard
Workforce
Development
Board
and
Wo r k f o r c e
Florida Inc.

If you haven’t already noticed, some
offices have relocated on campus. The
following have moved to the C Building in
the Academic Complex:
Career Services, Suite 408
Student Employment, Suite 406
Engineering Computer Lab, Suite 405
Office of Diversity, Suite 404
Women’s Center, Suite 404
Advertisement
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Daytona Beach transit is changing
Ankit Nanda

Dir. of Internal Affairs
In the past few weeks, with
the constant rise in gas prices,
I have had a lot of people come
up to me and ask me about
alternate ways to get around
town, in order to avoid using
their cars. Two of the following
options are the ones that I have
mentioned time and again: the
SAFE Ride program sponsored
by the SGA and the local bus
system called Votran.
SAFE Ride is a program
under which the SGA has tied
up with Yellow Cab to provide better service to the students at ERAU. If you need
more information about this
program, please stop by the
SGA office and sign up for the
program, if you have not done
so already.
Votran is the public bus
service provided by Volusia
County. The service connects
many of the places you might
need to go such as Ocean Walk,
Wal-Mart or the bank. The bus
fare for a single ride for an
adult is $1.25 throughout the
system. You can also purchase
passes for multiple uses called
“Value Passes.” An all-day
pass is available for $3.00, a
3-day pass will cost $5.00, a
7-day pass will cost $12.00
and a 31-day pass is $40.00.
I have had a few people
express their concerns regarding the current routes for
Votran. Votran will be hosting
public meetings throughout the
county in order to allow people to express their opinions
regarding possible changes in
the service.
Due to recent changes in the
State of Florida budget, public transit will face changes.

The current service used by
students has the possibility to
be replaced as Votran works
to balance their budget. Votran
will be holding public hearings
about possible service changes
Students are encouraged to
participate in any way possible to help facilitate positive
changes to the routes and current service levels.
The following are the times
and locations for the public
hearings:
Tuesday, June 17, 4-6 p.m. in
the Deltona City Commission
Chamber at Deltona City
Hall, 2345 Providence Blvd.,
Deltona.
Tuesday, June 17, 4-6 p.m.
in the training rooms of the
TCK Administration Building,
123 W. Indiana Ave., DeLand.
Wednesday, June 18, 4-6
p.m. at Votran Headquarters,
950 Big Tree Rd., South
Daytona.
Thursday, June 19, 4-6 p.m.
at the Brannon Center, 105
Riverside Dr., New Smyrna
Beach.
At these meetings, you will
have the opportunity to speak
on the changes you would like
to see.
If required, you can also send
your comments or opinions via
mail to Votran Service Changes
Input, 950 Big Tree Rd., South
Daytona, FL, 32119, or fill out
the form available online on
the Votran website http://www.
votran.org.
For
more
information
regarding the routes and the
schedules for Votran you can
visit the website. Also, for a
copy of the map and schedule
you can stop by the SGA office
as well. If you have any questions on the route changes, feel
free to contact Ankit Nanda at
Ankit.Nanda@erau.edu.

IMAGE COURTSEY VOTRAN

VOTRAN IS CURRENTLY LOOKING into changes that may be coming soon to the current bus service provided by Volusia
County. The map above shows the current route system followed by Votran. The SGA encourages students to go the public
meetings and make their voice heard for the proposed changes.

Board of Trustees discusses the upcoming year
ERAU first
university to
offer Ph.D.
in aviation
Bryan Dietz

Vice President
This past weekend, the
Board of Trustees met in
Boston to set their agenda
for the 2008 – 2009 academic
school year. Among the many
items discussed by the Board
were the upcoming budget with
respect to flight and tuition
costs, industry demands from
Embry-Riddle graduates, new
Ph.D. programs beginning at
the University and the current
needs of students.
The Board began its weekend session on Friday with
discussion and approval of
the 2008 – 2009 budget. The

$268 million budget for the
Daytona Beach, Prescott and
Worldwide Campuses has
increases in tuition of 4 percent for current and new students, a rate that is holding
true to University President
Dr. Johnson’s commitment to
raise tuition no more than 1
percent above the Consumer
Price Index (CPI). This year’s
tuition increase is below the
CPI. The budget is based
upon 1,401 and 527 new students entering the Daytona
Beach and Prescott Campuses
respectively in the Fall.
Flight fees are scheduled
to increase by 4 percent as
well for the upcoming year.
The increase in costs come
after higher insurance rates
and maintenance costs on the
aircraft. Student Government
Representatives from Prescott
and Daytona Beach, as well
as many Board members,
expressed their concern for
how the University will be
helping flight students afford
the cost of flying. The cost
of fuel is becoming expensive

for students, and the Board is
looking for ways to become
involved in helping ease the
burden on students.
The
Board will be reviewing possible solutions during the time
leading up to their November
meeting.
Embry-Riddle will also
become the first University
in the world to offer a doctorate program in Aviation. The
degree, scheduled to begin in
Spring 2009, is intended to
give its graduates “the cognitive and research skills necessary to solve acute problems
within the aviation industry.” The program has been
designed over the past four
years and will bring exclusive opportunities to EmbryRiddle graduates.
The University will also add
a doctoral degree for Space
and Engineering Physics,
scheduled to begin in the Fall
2009 semester. This Ph.D.
program will provide students
with “a research environment
that fosters collaboration, creative thinking and publish-

ing of findings in nationally
recognized journals.” This
addition to the program brings
visibility to all participants in
the second Ph.D. program for
students.
Industry demands for preparing and improving leadership of students in the industry, particularly in the Federal
Aviation
Administration
(FAA), was also discussed. As
communicated by many Board
members, the aviation industry is in need of leadership
with the recent challenges in
airline industry and the FAA’s
pursuit of Next Generation
technology. The board voiced
the needs for students to have
leadership opportunities and
industry exposure more at the

University.
The needs of students
were also expressed by SGA
Representatives from both
Daytona Beach and Prescott.
Both parties emphasized the
need for increased scholarships with the student loan
crunch as well as high research
opportunities for students at
both campuses. Investing in
student life on both campuses
for more events, such as an
air show, and creating better student services buildings,
such as an integrated Student
Union, were top priorities for
student delegates. The main
focus of students was not only
how this makes the lives of
students better currently but
how student life increases

recruitment and fundraising
efforts for the University.
The Board of Trustees for
Embry-Riddle is made up of
industry, community and academic leaders that volunteer
their expertise for guiding
the University to student success. As the governing body
for the University, they hold
committee meetings throughout the year but meet formally once during each of
the academic semesters. The
next Board meeting will be
held at the Prescott Campus
in November. For any further questions regrding this.
please feel free to contact your
SGA Vice President, Bryan
Dietz at sgavpres@erau.edu.
or bryan.dietz@erau.edu

Mailroom mirror added

THE LOOP
What’s happening around
the SGA
• The following are public speaking sessions for Votran on the route changes:
Tuesday, June 17, 4-6 p.m. in the Deltona City Commission Chamber at Deltona City
Hall, 2345 Providence Blvd., Deltona.
Tuesday, June 17, 4-6 p.m. in the training rooms of the TCK Administration Building,
123 W. Indiana Ave., DeLand.
Wednesday, June 18, 4-6 p.m. at Votran Headquarters, 950 Big Tree Rd., South
Daytona.
Thursday, June 19, 4-6 p.m. at the Brannon Center, 105 Riverside Dr., New Smyrna
Beach.

• The Touch-N-Go Pool Party was cancelled due to weather and the new date will
be announced shortly. TNG hopes you enjoyed the free smoothies!
PHOTO COURTESY ANKIT NANDA

GOOD LUCK WITH FINALS!

THE MIRROR IN THE mailroom in the Student Center was recently added
after recieving a suggestion directly from students’ concerns on how to improve
the campus.

Space and Aviation
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Shuttle Discovery
returns to Earth

GLAST-off!

Ben Cooper

Space Tech. Editor
Under a partly cloudy sky,
Commander Mark Kelly glided
Discovery to a perfect touchdown
on Runway 15 of the Shuttle
Landing Facility Saturday morning, concluding STS-124.
Twin sonic booms echoed
over Central Florida a few minutes before 11:15 a.m. EDT
when Discovery’s wheel hit
the pavement. Over 14 days,
Discovery successfully brought
up the Japanese Kibo laboratory, the largest science module to be housed on the ISS.
During three spacewalks by
Mike Fossum and ERAU graduate Ronald Garan, Kibo was
hooked up to the Harmony node
and a smaller module, brought
up by Endeavour in March, was
moved from Harmony to its new

home on top of Kibo to complete the pressurized portion of
the module. A third section, a
large external experiment platform, will be attached to Kibo
next year. After installation, the
shuttle and station crews opened
the hatch and floated into the
new module on June 4.
In
addition,
Discovery
swapped out one of the station’s three crewmembers. Greg
Chamitoff took up his new residence while Garrett Reisman
was brought back to Earth after
95 days aboard the orbiting outpost.
Back on Earth, NASA and
shuttle program managers will
be carefully evaluating what
happened to Discovery’s launch
pad when it lifted off on May 31.
Over 5,000 firebricks from the
flame trench on Pad 39A were
ripped free and thrown almost
half a mile from the pad; a 75

by 20-foot hole was left in the
side wall. It was the worst damage ever seen on the pads, built
in the early 1960s to survive
the launches of the Saturn V
and unchanged for the shuttle
program.
The next shuttle mission, the
long-anticipated final shuttle
mission to service the Hubble
Space Telescope, is currently
due to lift off October 8. NASA
believes the pad can be repaired
in time, but a final evaluation is
expected this week. The mission
is sure to get the most media and
public attention of any mission
since the Columbia accident,
except for the final shuttle flight.
NASA plans to have another
shuttle on neighboring Pad B
ready to launch a week later
in case something goes wrong;
unlike missions to the ISS,
Hubble offers no safehaven in
the event of an emergency.

Phoenix collects,
deposits soil in oven
Ben Cooper

Space Tech. Editor

BEN COOPER/AVIATION WEEK

A 13-STORY DELTA 2 rocket roars to life at 12:05 p.m. EDT June 11 from Launch
Complex 17B at Cape Canaveral, accelerating into orbit NASA’s Gamma-ray Large
Area Space Telescope (GLAST). The $690 million telescope is the most advanced of
its kind ever built and will study the most violent explosions in the known universe.

The Phoenix Mars Lander
successfully placed soil samples
into its special oven after several days of trouble. The oven,
called the Thermal and Evolved
Gas Analyser, will heat the small
sample to 1,800 degrees F and
analyze its makeup. Scientists
hope it will offer clues to a habitable Mars in the past.
The first attempt to deposit a
sample in the tiny oven slit resulted in it getting clogged. After
several tests on the side, including a “sprinkle” method, vibrations may have given them the
results they desired last Friday.
Heating of the sample will be
done in the coming days.

PHOTO COURTESY NASA

PHOENIX’S SOIL-FILLED ROBOT arm is seen near one of
its solar panels after digging in the ground nearby. Scientists
finally deposited a few grains for analysis after several tries.
Advertisement
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ers it “still a new aircraft
NTSB on
model.” The safety board is
continuing its investigation.
Eclipse 500
throttle quadrants
Virgin
By Glenn Pewi Galactic
The Eclipse 500 regis- WhiteKnighttered N612KB on June 5
experienced a throttle fail- Two targets
ure while on approach to
Chicago Midway, resulting July
in maximum uncontrolled
thrust from both Pratt and
Whitney Canada PW601F
turbofan engines. The aircraft had accumulated 238
hours and 192 cycles since
new. The pilots flying the aircraft referenced its handbook
and elected to shut down one
engine. However, when that
engine was shut down, the
other engine rolled back to
idle power with no response
to throttle settings. The
pilots declared an emergency
and landed without injury to
themselves or the two passengers aboard. Subsequent test
of the replacement throttle
quadrant caused an “R ENG
CONTROL FAIL” message
to appear on the crew alerting system display. As a
result, the NTSB Thursday
announced its recommendation to the FAA to inspect
all Eclipse 500 throttle quadrants and address the lack of
procedures for that failure.
The NTSB recommends
the FAA require all Eclipse
500s to be checked to ensure
that pushing the throttle to
the stop will not result in
engine control failure. It
requests the FAA require
units that fail to be replaced
and that replacement parts
are similarly inspected upon
installation. Said NTSB
Chairman Mark V. Rosenker,
“This incident demonstrated
a technical safety-of-flight
issue that we believe needs
immediate attention.” Some
200 Eclipse 500’s have so
far been delivered, according
to the NTSB, which consid-

trainer for space tourists in
training, it may also serve as
a high-altitude launch platform. And may be tasked to
lob microsatellites into low
earth orbit. As a heavy-hauler it may also be asked to
combat wild fires. Note that
the manufacturer’s 100-percent carbon composite claim
excludes landing gear and
engine parts, but covers just
about everything else right
down to carbon composite
control wires -- a patented
aviation first for Scaled.

By Glenn Pew
Scaled Composites’ 100percent carbon composite
WhiteKnightTwo, the aircraft
designed to eventually haul
SpaceShipTwo and its first
sampling of some 254 people
who have already deposited
cash to be hurtled toward
space, is expected to make
its debut late next month
(July) in Mojave, Calif.. The
rollout will mark a milestone
step toward seeing suborbital space tourism take
flight. Backed by billionaire
British entrepreneur Richard
Branson, Virgin Galactic’s
goal is to sell out its first
year of available flights
before the first one leaves
the ground. With a first flight
date yet to be determined,
Virgin Galactic nonetheless
hopes to reserve more than
500 tickets before that unannounced date. So far 254
people have won spots on the
short list by paying between
$20,000 and $200,000 up
front, filling the ventures
coffers with about $36 million. WhiteKnightTwo will
begin extensive testing after
rollout, including trips to the
limits of its operational ceiling.
As any mother will tell
you, it’s always good to
have a “plan B” and the
unique
capabilities
of
WhiteKnightTwo may make
it appealing beyond the
space tourism market. Aside
from serving as a zero-G

Cause unclear
in A320 crash
in Sudan
By Mary Grady
Sudan Airways Airbus
A310 ran off the runway and burst into flames
after landing at Khartoum
International Airport in
Sudan on Tuesday night. At
least 29 people died and 171
escaped, with 14 still unaccounted for, according to The
Associated
Press.
On
Wednesday, investigators
were on the scene but it
was unclear what had caused
the crash. Some reports cited
thunderstorms, gusty winds
and a sandstorm in the area at
the time of the landing. One
official said the airplane had
landed safely when “technical problems” caused an
engine to explode. Another
report said the jet ran off
the runway and hit some
navigation-light structures
with its right wing, sparking the fire. Experts from
Airbus and France’s aviation-safety agency will assist
in the investigation. Click
here for a Reuters video of
the inferno.
The flight originated in
Damascus, Syria, and made a
stopover in Amman, Jordan,
before flying to Khartoum.

World
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Chinese pandas recover from quake
Jill Drew

The Washington Post
WOLONG
NATURE
RESERVE, China - The man
traces the panda's paw with his
finger as she laps milky formula
from a metal bowl. He strokes
her head and tries to wipe her
snout when she finishes, but
she bats his hand away and
curls into a forward roll, hiding
her face. Then she turns to nip
his boots, beginning a favorite
game of tug of war.
Watching Qing Qing play
with her keeper, Li Guo, it's
easy to forget the massive earthquake whose epicenter was
a few miles from this panda
research center in a remote
area of Sichuan province. Just
a month ago, the 16-monthold cub had clung in panic to
Li's chest after another keeper
plucked her from the roof of her
enclosure, which was shaking
from being smashed by boulders the size of trucks.
But one glance up the mountain slopes is sufficient reminder. Small rockslides continue to
rain down on the panda enclosures sandwiched in the narrow
valley, as aftershocks and heavy
rains shake loose layer after
layer of raw earth, exposed in
wide gashes on the mountain
face by the initial 7.9-magnitude quake.
While geologists survey the
valley to pinpoint a more stable site on which to rebuild
the world's best-known panda
tourist and research center, the
keepers are focused on protecting the animals and easing their
trauma. The keepers use a kind
of touch therapy to comfort the
bears, which are seen as national
treasures in China and a symbol
of Chinese goodwill abroad.
Those efforts are working.
The 47 giant pandas currently
living here are regaining their
appetites and returning to active
play. The sound of a car or the
shaking of an aftershock no longer sends them bolting in fright.
Rather, Qing Qing is like many
others as she grabs a handful of

bamboo and flops onto her back
to munch peacefully, belly to
the sun.
"She was very nervous after
the earthquake," Li said. "She
didn't like to be touched. She
still is not as active as before
the earthquake, but each day is
better than the next."
Zhang Hemin, director of
the Wolong Nature Reserve
Administration, has devoted
the past 25 years to protecting
pandas. Now he is in charge of
both the panda research center
and the 4,500 people who live
in the Wolong area and need to
be resettled within the reserve's
boundaries. The community was
lucky; although many structures
were left unsafe, the loss of
life was limited. Zhang hopes
that as Wolong rebuilds, it will
become a model of environmental protection and sustainable development that will be
the pride of China.
"In the 1980s, China was
poor," Zhang said in an interview in a relief tent in downtown Wolong, where he is living
with his staff. "When we said,
`Protect the pandas, protect the
environment,' people did not
understand. But today, environmental protection is deep in
people's minds."
Protecting the pandas takes
hard work and courage these
days. Just getting enough bamboo, which makes up more than
90 percent of a panda's diet, is a
major challenge.
The breeding center had
always trucked in food for its
captive pandas, leaving the
naturally growing bamboo in
the 500,000-acre reserve for
the 150 wild pandas that roam
its slopes. It used to take a
couple of hours to drive the
bamboo to Wolong, but the
earthquake destroyed that road.
Now, a driver hauling 3 1/2 tons
of bamboo must navigate his
refrigerated tractor-trailer over
a treacherous road that crosses
two mountain passes and is frequented by mountain goats and
yaks. The bamboo run takes
nine hours on a good day when
the rain isn't heavy.

Rockslides remain a danger.
On May 17, five days after
the quake, a slide smashed the
fence of a panda enclosure, and
its resident, Xi Xi, fled. Zhou
Minghua, who has been a panda
keeper for 26 years, found her
missing the next morning.
"It was so painful, I cannot
describe the feeling," he said.
"The only thing I can do is
search."
On the evening of May 25,

"Everything seems back to
normal now," Zhou said.
The technique Zhou used was
what Zhang, the director, calls
"loving heart action," a kind
of therapy he began using with
the pandas in 2005. "I told my
staff to touch, pet them, talk
smoothly," Zhang said. "You
will hold their trust, and it will
calm them down."
Zhang first used the therapy
as a way to reduce the dosages

PHOTO COURTESY WASHINGTON POST

a road crew spotted a panda
on a rockslide less than a mile
from the breeding center. Two
teams set out first thing the next
day and by tracking her droppings, found Xi Xi two hours
later. She was skittish, so they
darted her with a tranquilizer
gun. She broke into a panicked
run but slowed as the anesthetic
coursed through her system.
She tottered and fell about 20
feet into a crevasse. The staff
used ropes to pull her out then
called a unit of armed police to
help carry the 280-pound bear
down the steep slope and back
to the center.
Altogether, Zhou reckons,
100 people were involved in Xi
Xi's return.
As the anesthetic wore off,
Zhou stroked her, softly called
her name and told her not to
be afraid. He gave her bamboo
shoots and protein bread, which
she gradually began to eat. And
eat and eat.

of anesthetic needed when his
staff took blood or performed
tests on the captive pandas.
Today, cages are equipped with
special armrests, and pandas are
trained to hold out their arms
for caresses while being fed.
Similar caresses during medical
procedures have cut sedative
dosages tenfold, according to
Zhang.
Now, the keepers are applying "loving heart action" to help
calm pandas traumatized by the
quake.
Until they are about 2 years
old, panda cubs can be cuddled and romped with, though
their roughhousing does draw
occasional blood. The size and
strength of a grown giant panda
prevents such unprotected contact, and keepers do a lot of
their stroking and talking with
the adults between cage bars
or on the other side of safety
glass.
Each of the 38 keepers at

the breeding center is assigned
to watch over one or two pandas, whom they treat like little
brothers or sisters. Indeed, a
day at the outdoor nursery for
panda cubs - complete with a
swing, slides, a seesaw and a
yellow plastic rocking horse looks much like a play date for
toddlers and their caregivers at
a local park.
"We play with them a lot, to
try to ease their minds," said
Wei Ming, a keeper. In the first
days after the quake, "they were
really sensitive to noise and
were very nervous. They are
much better now," Wei said as
he wrestled a teething panda
that was biting his kneecap.
After evacuating the dozens
of tourists at the center on the
afternoon of the earthquake,
the keepers ran back to rescue
the pandas. None of the 14
cubs was injured, but keepers
found some trembling in trees
and others lying still and silent
on the platform of an outdoor
climbing gym, a sign they were
overwhelmed with fear. They
carried each cub out, put them
on a bus and drove them into
Wolong town, where bears and
keepers spent the night. The
cubs were returned to the center
the next day when it was determined that their nursery area
was relatively safe.
The adult pandas whose
enclosures were damaged were
put in cages and spent the first
night outside the main office
at the center. Later, they were
moved to enclosures located
farther from the landslides.
One panda at the center,
9-year-old Mao Mao, was killed
in the quake. Her keeper, He
Changgui recalled: "Her eyes
could talk. She was really good
with humans."
His heart sank when workers
uncovered panda hair as they
dug under the collapsed wall of
Mao Mao's enclosure last week.
"I was hoping that we wouldn't
be able to find her, which would
be a good thing because she
would have run outside, to live
in the wild world," He said. She
had mated before the quake and

though it was too soon to tell
if she was pregnant, He had
hoped. Mao Mao was buried
Tuesday.
Losing one panda seems a
small thing in a quake that ravaged whole cities, tore apart
mountains and left more than
85,000 people dead or missing. But the larger effect of the
quake on the precarious panda
population is still unknown.
With its low birthrate and
small numbers - fewer than
2,000 pandas are thought to live
in the wild and only about 230
live in captivity - the species'
hold on survival is tenuous. The
earthquake hit at the height of
breeding season, and its path
cut through the prime swath of
wild panda habitat.
Zhang has organized an expedition that is to leave soon to
document the quake's impact
on the 150 wild pandas living
in the reserve. Early estimates
by the Chinese forestry service
are that more than 80 percent
of panda habitat was damaged
and as much as 10 percent
destroyed.
Meanwhile, Zhang is thankful
the destruction at the research
center wasn't worse. Five staff
members were killed in the
quake - none of them was in
the center at the time - out of
40 people killed in the whole
Wolong area. No tourists were
injured, and only one panda died
of the 63 that were here when
the quake struck. One panda,
Xiao Xiao, remains missing.
Qing Qing's keeper, Li,
locks his charge's enclosure
for the night, making sure she
has plenty of bamboo for a
snack. "To be a good keeper, you have to think from the
animal's point of view," Li said.
"You have to treat the panda as
a friend."
Like a toddler, exhausted
after fighting with Li each
step before entering her cage,
Qing Qing flops on her bed
and in less than a minute is fast
asleep.
Washington Post researcher Liu Liu contributed to this
report.

New Zealand goes green Sushi improves Liberia
Paul Watson

Los Angeles Times
WELLINGTON,
New
Zealand - Over thousands of
years of evolution, sheep, cattle
and other cud chewers developed a nasty habit. They burp
and break wind a lot.
That gives New Zealand a
distressing gas problem.
The country's 4 million people
share two islands in the South
Pacific with 40 million sheep,
9 million beef and dairy cattle
and more than 1 million farmed
deer, all producing the methane that many climate scientists
say is one of the worst culprits
behind global warming.
It may be a small country on
the edge of the world, but New
Zealand has big ambitions in
the fight against climate change.
Last year, Prime Minister Helen
Clark set a national goal of
becoming the world's first carbon-neutral country.
Livestock farmers, long
among the country's major
export earners, are worried.
They say the cost of fighting
greenhouse gases could drive
many of them into bankruptcy,
and they feel they're being singled out because New Zealand
has relatively few big industrial
polluters.
"There's no other country in
the world that's so clean of
chimney stacks that its animals
are the biggest polluters," said
farmer Charlie Pedersen. "It's
kind of an ironic situation."
He owns an organic farm
with 9,000 head of cattle and
sheep in the seaside community
of Foxton, 60 miles northeast of
Wellington, New Zealand's capital. It's a quiet place of windswept sand dunes and an authentic Dutch windmill that's easily
missed sitting next to Highway
1, the two-lane road linking
Wellington with New Zealand's
biggest city, Auckland.
But as president of the
Federated Farmers of New
Zealand, Pedersen speaks for
the owners of 14,000 farms,
roughly two-thirds of the country's total, and his voice carries
into the corridors of power.
Five years ago, farmers
revolted to defeat a plan to levy
a tax on each head of cattle,
sheep, goat and deer to fund
research on controlling their gas

emissions. The anger is building again, this time against a
proposal to make the farmers
the world's first forced to pay
if they exceed governmentimposed limits on greenhouse
gases.
If it goes ahead, the plan
could slash New Zealand farmers' profits by half over the next
five years, driving big exporters
out of business in the middle of
a global food crisis, Pedersen
warned.
"We're going to put our system under those costs with no
opportunity to get any more
from the market for our food,"
he said. "The consumer tends to
be - I'll reluctantly say this - a
little bit of a hypocrite.
"They want food to have all
sorts of fine attributes as far
as animal welfare, and to be
as sustainable as possible with
minimal or no effect on the
environment in which it's produced. But they also rely on
the supermarket to bid the price
down as much as possible, and
give the food producer as little
return as possible."
Livestock produce an estimated 20 percent of the world's
methane output, which also
comes from landfill sites, coal
mining, rice paddies and other
sources. Methane and the even
more potent nitrous oxide make
up about half the greenhouse
gases that New Zealand adds to
Earth's air.
Most of it rises from bucolic
pastures where the country's
iconic sheep and cattle graze,
chewing, regurgitating and
chewing again, and pumping
out methane - the bulk of it in
their belches.
A team of New Zealand scientists, backed by millions of
dollars from the farm industry
and the government, are conducting world-leading research
into possible solutions, including genetic engineering, cloning and a vaccine for gassy
animals.
"Given that we're trying to
turn around hundreds of thousands of years of evolution, it's
no small challenge," said Mark
Aspin, manager of the Pastoral
Greenhouse Gas Research
Consortium, which is jointly
funded by the farming industry
and the government.
As the world debates how
to limit suspected man-made

causes of climate change, carbon dioxide is getting most of
the attention. It's the most abundant greenhouse gas, spewed
from vehicle exhaust, coal-fired
power plants and other industrial sources.
But methane and nitrous
oxide, which is produced as
bacteria feed on grazing animals' dung and urine, come in a
significant second. Methane is
about 23 times more powerful
by weight in warming the atmosphere than is carbon dioxide,
and nitrous oxide is 310 times
more potent.
Together, they make up
almost a third of greenhouse
gases contributed by human
activities since preindustrial times, according to the
Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change, the scientific
body set up the by the United
Nations to provide information
on global warming.
If the 25 full-time researchers in Aspin's labs discover the
secret to making livestock less
belchy and flatulent, they could
help make billions of farm animals around the world more
environmentally friendly.
Cud-chewing farm animals produce a lot of methane because their food passes
through a first stomach, called
the rumen, where it ferments
in a soup of saliva, bacteria
and other microbes. Those bugs
break down the food for digestion.
New Zealand researchers are
looking for ways to inhibit or
eliminate a group of microbes
called methanogens, which
transform rumen gases into
methane. They're also studying
the animals' diet to see whether
low-fiber, high-sugar substitutes
will help the climate.
Farm animals fed plants higher in tannin produce less methane, but such food costs more.
Some scientists have seen
promise in feed additives, such
as a kind of yeast or garlic,
which doesn't help animals
grazing in pastures much.
Breeding may hold the solution, because not all sheep
and cattle are created equal.
Some are high methane emitters, others low. If that's
an inheritable trait, then
genetic
engineering
could rid the world of
gassy livestock.

Craig Timberg

The Washington Post
MONROVIA, Liberia - The
second sushi bar to open in
ragged postwar Liberia did not
settle for having its chefs wear
simple T-shirts, or for serving
$25 worth of sliced fish on plain
white plates.
Instead, the Barracuda Bar
- the new favorite hangout of
ambassadors, U.N. officials and
legions of aid workers whose
shiny white SUVs jam the parking lot most nights - opted to
dress its staff in Japanese-style
robes and red bandannas. Bigger
orders of salmon and yellowtail arrived not on flatware but
on little wooden sushi boats.
Lobsters languished sullenly in a
tank near the door, waving their
antennae as customers walked
by.
As this impoverished country
climbs its way back from 13
years of civil war with the tiniest of steps, a boom is underway
in the industries that cater to
the rarified tastes of thousands
of mostly European and U.S.
expatriates who have come to
help since peace arrived in 2003.
The increasingly visible splendors available to this relatively
wealthy group have left some
Liberians wondering whether
the foreigners are here to serve
the nation or themselves.
"They drive the best of car, go
to the best of entertainment center," said Allen Weedor, 42, the
Liberian manager of a modest
bar in a poor neighborhood on
the outskirts of town. "You can't
really see what they've done."
The offices for aid groups and
U.N. agencies that line major
thoroughfares evoke as much discontent as gratitude in Monrovia,
the capital. Their signature white
trucks offer vivid contrasts when
most vehicles on the road are
worn-out old coupes with broken windshields, torn upholstery
and thoroughly battered bodies
that bespeak the troubled times
Liberia has endured.
A U.N.-maintained list from
2005, the most recent available, catalogued more than 600
nongovernmental organizations,
donor groups and agencies of the
world body working in Liberia.
Their missions included tending
to nearly every facet of national life: food, health, education,

forestry, farming, religion and
rebuilding the electrical grid,
water systems and roads.
Yet whatever the accomplishments of these groups, Liberians
say the benefits of this massive
international investment are far
more obvious in the parts of
town inhabited by the foreigners themselves. The number of
swimming pools is burgeoning.
Casinos are opening. Beach-side
bars are springing up and sprucing up.
At the Abi-Jaoudi supermarket, ground coffee can be bought
from Dunkin' Donuts, Starbucks
and Seattle's Best. There are
eight types of Chi-Chi's salsa
and 90 types of cereal, including
six varieties of Special K. PopTart lovers have 16 options; if
they can't decide between strawberry and blueberry, they can get
a "Splitz" Pop-Tart, with both.
A bag of these expensive
imports can easily exceed the
monthly salary of a Liberian
lucky enough to have a job. A
dinner for two at either of the
sushi bars is much more - especially if the meal is augmented
with a few $8 caipirinhas or
mojitos, as is possible at the
Living Room, Monrovia's original, and somewhat less fancy,
sushi spot.
There is another side to aid
work in Liberia. Eliane Van
De Velde, 35, a Belgian public
information officer for the U.N.
mission here, now on maternity leave, said many Westerners
leave behind their families to
work in a place that often is dangerous and disorienting.
"There are a lot of people who
are there because they love the
work," Van De Velde said.
Yet over several years in
Liberia, Van De Velde said, she
witnessed the most urgent needs
ease as the aid flow grew sharply. As the money poured in, so
did the amenities geared toward
Western tastes.
"It's completely insane. The
whole city doesn't have electricity. There's not a water plant.
And it has two sushi bars, airconditioned sushi bars," Van De
Velde said. "You wouldn't think
you were in an African country."
The arrival of sushi may have
been inevitable in Monrovia,
which sprawls along spectacular Atlantic Ocean beaches. For
generations, the surf has been

worked by fishermen who sail
their colorful wooden boats out
each day, netting an appetizing
variety of sea life: marlin, barracuda, tuna, red snapper, yellowtail.
Monrovia also has a substantial community of relatively
affluent Liberians who developed new tastes during long
stretches living in the United
States and Europe, often while
studying at universities. But
judging by the clientele at the
Barracuda Bar and the Living
Room, Monrovia's sushi eaters
skew Western, and white.
The same is true at several of
Monrovia's hot spots. Les Griot
Cafe features both U.S. and
European Union flags draped
on its wall. Every Saturday is
designated "NGO Night." At
the Garden Cafe, young, lightly
clad Liberian women vie for
the attentions of foreign men, as
do the amputees gathered outside the gates, begging for spare
change.
Many in Monrovia's business
community embrace the uptick
in economic energy, no matter
what the source. This is a country that only a few years ago was
best known for blood diamonds,
gunrunning and the terrifying,
if occasionally antic, nicknames
of drugged-out young warriors
such as Dog Eats Man and Dirty
Water.
Anna M.M. Bsaides, who
owns and runs Mamba Point
Hotel with her husband, managed to keep the business open
during the civil war. As the
country gradually stabilized,
the hotel added a casino, the
Barracuda Bar and a sports center with a Jacuzzi, ocean-side
pool, workout room and tennis
court. The clientele is mostly
U.N. and World Bank officials,
embassy staffers and aid workers. Bsaides said they are making crucial investments in the
well-being of Liberia's 3 million
residents.
"That is all good," she
said. "They need a bit of
resources ... and they need the
professionals to come and do the
projects."
Few Liberians say they want
the influx of money or projects
to stop. Yet the flow of foreigners has stirred up sensitive feelings in a city already bristling
with complex social and ethnic
divides.
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Stand Up!

Scalia’s comments on Supreme Court
ruling innapropriate
Since when did patriotism
become jurisprudence?
Before I start talking about
this week’s Supreme Court
ruling on the Guantanamo
detainees I would like to
reflect, as many have, on the
passing of political journalist
Tim Russert.
Russert, the host of NBC’s
“Meet The Press,” was probably one of the few truly honest journalists in Washington.
He served the longest stint on
the longest running show in
television history, and was one
of the most feared interviewers on TV.
The incredible outpouring of emotion, from Tom
Brokaw’s initial announcement, to Saturday’s daylong
tribute, to Sunday’s edition of
the show where his chair was
left empty show but a mere
shred of the influence he had
on the industry and the country politic. He will truly be
missed, especially this year,
where his expertise and willingness to take the hard rode
did nothing but help all of us.
Boumediene vs. Bush
In a 5-4 decision last week,
the Supreme Court decided the
detainees in Guantanamo really due have the right to habeas
corpus and actually might
want to know why they are
imprisoned. Justice Kennedy
delivered the opinion of the
court and handed a stinging

blow to the past few years of
legislation brought down by
the Bust administration. The
law most abruptly targeted was
the Military Commissions Act
of 2006 that set up military
tribunals to cover the cases of
unlawful enemy combatants.

Chris
Tezak

Columnist
The majority opinion for
the most part spelled out that
even though the US does not
have sovereign control over
the land on Guantanamo, the
American judicial system still
exists, and since some detainees are arguing their proclaimed status as detainees,
they deserve the right to have
their case heard. This synopsis
is much abridged but gets the
point across.
Kennedy’s opinion was
deeply rooted in history, and
gave compelling examples,
though did leave some questions unanswered, mainly

how to actually go about handling the 200 likely habeas
protests that will come out
of Guantanamo. But the real
show stopper was Justice
Scalia’s dissenting opinion.
Scalia invokes images of 9/11,
quotes a John Yoo memo, and
states “The Nation will live to
regret what the Court has done
today.”
Scalia’s started off with a
hefty dose fear of and saber
rattling on the “War on Terror”
than on actual historical law,
or foundation in the constitution. Multiple times he
pointed to detainees (that the
court had nothing to do with
the release of) that later went
on to fight again in the field
of Afghanistan or Iraq. Does
this really matter in the eyes
of a Supreme Court justice?
Should he really be weighing
the possible consequences of
a prisoners actions rather than
the scope of the law?
This rhetoric was wholly
unnecessary in the scope of
the opinion. His passages only
went to discredit the rest of
20 plus page opinion that laid
out the dissenters points on
the ruling. Justice Scalia has
a reputation for sometimes
being off the cuff, and is universally know as a staunch
conservative, but portions of
his opinion seem to cross the
line of what is appropriate in a
Supreme Court opinion.

Yes we are still here this summer and yes we are still
taking your opinions.
Submit your opinions online at
www.avionnewspaper.com or e-mail them to
theavion@gmail.com.

Student Forum

The Avion asks: “What do you think of moustaches?”

-Compiled by Matt Goldberg and Hannah Brown

Staling Espinal
Senior
Safety Science

Aaron Ladurini
Sophomore
Human Factors

Rojith Perera
Senior
Aerospace Engineering

Michelle Maurer
Junior
Aeronautical Science

Ken Evensen
Senior
Master of Sciences

Paul Budwal
Junior
Aerospace Engineering

“Isn’t it your birthday
tomorrow?”

“They’re cool for older
people.”

“A wise man once told
me moustaches bring
out the soul of a man.”

“I’m thinking, Luigi.”

“Not Necessary.”

“I have no opinion on
that.”
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Room for rent in Palm Coast
Room for rent in 4 bedroom
2 bath, 2,400 sq. foot house
in Palm Coast. $350 per
month plus half utilities. Very
nice area in P section. Available in April. Email Brian
brian.asbury@gmail.com
at

3bdrm/2bth house for rent!
2 for $475, 1 for $575 with private bath; sunroom; garage; 15
mins from ERAU; good neighborhood in South Daytona;
in Lantern Park off Reed Canal; newly renovated bthrms;
no pets; lawncare provided;
washer/dryer included; call,
leave message: 386.341.0696

1B/1B beachside Seabreeze
$750 a month, all bills included.
Furnished.
Free
W/D in outside hallway.
1000 sq. feet w/ Living
Room and Kitchenette. 3
blocks from the beach. Contact Cindy: 386-258-2999.

Large intercoastal home
Large efficiency apartment
in historic Daytona Beach,
beachside,
intracoastal
home. Private entrance all
utilities(includes cable and internet), house privlidges, close
to Embry Riddle $550.00/
month. Call 386-453-1913

Room for Rent
$395 including all utilities,
PET OKAY. PLEASE CALL:
386-295-0268. Cable and high
speed internet included. ROOM
FOR RENT in spacious home
within walking distance of the
university, just off of ISB. It is
a 4 bedroom 3 bathroom house
in an older section of Daytona
Beach with a large front and
back heavily treed fenced in
yard, near the Tarragona Castle
and UCF. Prefer student or university worker. (386) 295-0268

Roomate needed
Room available in 3br/2bth
home on nice lake 10 minutes
from campus in Port Orange.
Freshly painted,new s/s appliances in kitchen, new w/d, large
patio on lake, 2 car garage for
storage. Rent includes hd cable,
internet, lawn service and all
utilities except electric. Nonsmokers only please. Two other
tenants are single female professionals. $600/mth plus deposit.
Call David @727-641-5980.

Oceanview Condo for Rent
Spacious, luxurious 2br/2bth
condo in Ponce Inlet’s Harbour Village, huge ocenview
balcony, fully furnished, lots
of amenities including golf,
tennis, pools, saunas, marina,
beach and fitness clubs. Available for rent June 1 at $900/
month plus securuty. Call:
386-689-2069, Email: HTMaterialsLLC@gmail.com.

Roommates needed
4 Bedroom House, Two
Rooms Still Available. New
Kitchen, Study, Private deck
With a Jacuzzi, Fenced Yard,
Laundry Room, Cable and
Internet in each Room. All
Utilities included in rent.
Double-Bed $450. per Mon.,
Twin-Bed $400. Per Month.
No lease, Month to Month.
1 1/2 miles North of campus. Call Ron 386-235-2700.

1 Bedroom! 1st Month Free!
Great 1 bedroom apartment less
than 5 minutes from ERAU.
Central a/c, free cable, water and garbage. Safe location
with lots of student living in
the apartment complex! Contact Spencer at 815-540-4469.

Lookin Room for rent
Beautiful 2 bd/2bth Townhouse
located 10 minutes from campus
in new Port Orange community.
Asking $575/month. Price includes utilities and access to all
common areas. Person should
be clean and trustworthy. Call
Aaron at (386)871-6432 or
e-mail at firestuff024@hotmail.
com to Publix (386) 290-9054

New Port Orange Townhome
Brand new spacious townhouse.
Approx. 1700 S/F. Huge kitchen
with hardwood floors. Living
area downstairs with 1/2 bath.
All
bedrooms
are
upstairs with 2 full baths.
Also includes 2 car garage,
patio, new refrigerator, range,
microwave, and dishwasher.
On cul-de-sac with lot that
backs up to conservation area.
Close to Palmer, Embry-Riddle,
malls, shopping and beaches.
This
place
has
everything
you
could
need!
Address: 2011 Yellowfin Drive,
Port Orange, FL 32128. Please
call Linda May (386-322-6400)
and ask about James’s townhome in Coquina Cove Villas. Thanks for your interest.

4/3 beautifu house with pool!
Beautiful house with pool 4
bedroom 3 bath t.V.Room, dining room,living room, kitchen
nook, 3000 sqf living area. For
$2300/month must see available
now, in spring meadows subdivision call for appointment sean
386-295-5686

For rent in Port Orange
2 bedroom 1 1/2 bath, washer and
dryer, community pool, newly
remodeled, two parking spaces,
not pets, non smokers available
now phone (386) 679-50042

House for Rent
3 bedroom, 2 bath home in LPGA
for rent. Eat in kitchen, dining
room/office, laundry room w
washer/ dryer, 2 car garage, patio. $1250 per month plus security deposit. 386-441-8411 Pat

Bungalows of Port Orange
Several newly renovated 1
bdrm/1 bath condos now available. Only minutes from the
school. Starting at only $650
per month this includes water, trash, sewer and cable.
Please contact Debi at 7617368 for more information.

Roommates Needed
Roomates for 4 bedroom
house. Two Bedrooms available, new kitchen, study, private deck with jacuzzi, cable
w/internet, fenced yard, All
Utilities Included. Room with
double bed $450 per mon.
Room with twin bed $400 per
mon. Call Ron (386) 235-2700.

$500 includes cable and water
This is a 3 br/ 2 ba house with big
yard. Owner live in this property
and is looking for anyone who
can afford the rent and like to
live in a quiet, clean and peacful,
no pet, no drugs situation. Please
call (702) 379-9565 or email.
y1924325@yahoo.com

Roommates needed
looking for roommates to share
house in Port Orange. 450/
mo. plus one month’s rent deposit. Utilities and internet
included. Partially furnished
rooms.
call 301.509.7084

3bd/ 2.5 bth townhouse
Room for rent. 3br 2.5 bath
townhouse in pelican bay country club. Gated, quiet and very
clean community. Only one
other student living here. 600
a month includes all utilities.
Hi speed wireless. No lease
no deposit! (727) 505-3152

Looking For Roommate
Single parent looking to rent
one room to a mature female.
$500/mo. utilities included.
Kitchen & washer/dryer access.
Community pool. Quiet, new
home community. New Smyrna
Beach w/ quick access to I95.
Call Lisa for interview (386)
402-4069. References required.
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Employment

House On River
2 Bedroom, Family Room, 1
Bath, Large 4 bedroom, 3 Bath
house with 2 car garage directly on ICW river in Daytona
Beach Shores. Two blocks from
Ocean. Three living rooms.
Master room upstairs with view
over river. Large property with
lawn care included in your
rent payment. Rear patio deck
and a great view. Quiet area.
$1,600.00 per month plus last
and security. (321) 228-4814

Aviation Services Editor
F Full time position to support
Flight Operations worldwide
- requires strong English and
communications skills - must
be able to coordinate work effort with fellow team members
- must have commitment to
safety of flight. Annapolis area
- For additional information
and application instructions:
www.aviationmanuals.com/hr

Great 3 BD 2 bath Home
Spacious home includes a large
living room, open kitchen, private master bedroom, a wood
burning fire place, and lots of
closet space. The screened porch
and fenced private backyard are
ideal for entertaining. There is a
two car screened garage. Great
location close to ERAU, DBCC,
BCC, major shopping centers,
beaches, and interstates. Need
Security and 1st months rent to
move in. Rent includes weekly
lawn service. Please contact
Michelle at (719) 271-2531
or
Eternal855@yahoo.com.
For SALE
Econ 210 & 211 Textbook
Econ 210 & 211 textbook
for
sale
$50.
This book is $200 new. Excellent condition with no writing
or highlighting. All you need
to do id purchase Aplia access
for $35 as directed inside textbook. ISBN: 0-324-67858-4

AvComm AC-200 headset
Excellent condition/very light
use AC-200 headset. Compared to new at over $100
asking $85.
Contact Phil
at
pbarry4900@aol.com

Movers Needed
Need 2 gentlemen, preferably
w/a truck, on 4/29/08 for moving items from apt. at 1200
Beville Rd. to the Public Storage facility next door. To be
moved: 1-Frig, 1-washer, 1-dryer, 1-double-bed, 1-dresser,
1-chest, 2-utility tables, 1-TV,
1-wagon,
1-small-file-cab,
and Misc. smaller items. $10
per hour for each gentleman.
Please call 1-386-627-6001
to leave msg., or 1-386-2570446 (no voicemail). Thanks!
AUTOMOTIVE

91 Chevy Camaro RS V8
1991 Chevy Camaro RS V8
w/ 119100 miles. The car runs
great but needs a few items:
radiator has leak, new battery,
new window motor for passenger door (Door panel already
removed. Was going to fix
myself.) There is some cosmetic damage but it is a well
running car. Asking $1200.
Call Carter @ 386-214-5497.
Miscellaneous

Private Math tutor needed
Need a private math tutor
for MA 006, 111. 112. 120,
140, 142, 241, 242? Call
386.334.8325. Cost negotiable

June 17, 2008

Page A10

‘Hulk’ enjoyable but not incredible
Incredible Hulk

Amazing
effects, plot
was shallow

reviewing the life of Bruce
Banner after the events of the
first movie.
As someone who has seen
the first film, I thought they’d
at least let the characters have
some previous knowledge of
the events and lessons learned
in the first film. Unfortunately,
Banner seems to be the only
one to recall what happened in an effort to
cure himself of the
Hulk, while
h i s

see every little bit of sparks
and shrapnel as the Hulk rips
squad cars in half and uses
the pieces as boxing gloves.
The detail is excellent as the
Hulk takes a large piece of
metal and throws it with such
force it cuts a
Humvee in
half. I was

Jason Preston

actually enjoying this, but it
felt like they sacrificed some
of the story content for the
special effects.
The climatic fight scene
was basically just a rip off
of a scene from “The Bourne
Supremacy,” except the Hulk
doesn’t kill a grey other-Hulkthing. There was almost a sex
scene, which was probably
the only humorous part in
the film.
Banner
can’t

Entertainment Editor
Marvel has had a good
run lately with its superhero movies. However,
good doesn’t mean
excellent, especially
with “Spiderman 3”
being subpar. Most
loved
“Iron
Man”
though, and Mr. Tony Stark
actually plays a minor role in
the second “Incredible Hulk”
movie. He only appears in the
last minute of the movie, but
the appearance is still great.
But alas I’m supposed to be

PHOTO COURTESY UNIVERSAL PICTURES

l o v e
interest’s father
continues to try to
capture him and use
Banner’s mutation as a
weapon.
I won’t spoil the plot because
it’s a fairly decent film and I
think people would enjoy it
for the most part. First off,
I’d like to point out that the
effects and 3-D modeling
are really good. You can

get
too excited
without triggering
his change into
the Hulk, and
his lover Betty
reassuringly
tells
him
“it’s OK.”
M a y b e
s o m e
w o n ’ t

WHEN BRUCE BANNER’S HEART beat becomes very
rapid, his eyes begin to glow green as he starts the
transformation into the 10 foot-tall Hulk.
get the joke, but I
enjoyed it.
My overall
impression was
hit or miss with
the movie. Some
parts I enjoyed,
while others left me with my
eyebrow raised, wondering if
I was the only one to question what was happening in

the plot. Hollywood seems
to always have this tenacity with cutting corners and
even “The Incredible Hulk”
was not spared. Then again,
all my reasons for disliking the movie are suddenly
defenestrated when I remember that the Hulk ripped a
squad car in half and used it as
boxing gloves.

‘Panda’ attacks as both a movie and a game
Kung Fu Panda

Peter Richardson

Entertainment Editor
Despite my initial reservations about an animated martial
arts movie starring Jack Black,
I made my way to the movie
theater to see the brand new
DreamWorks Animation movie
“Kung Fu Panda.” Thankfully I
was pleasantly surprised in that
this movie turned out to be well
worth the price of admission.

onto the panda main character
of this movie. The supporting
cast is all very strong and surround Black with an excellent
cast of characters to craft this
tale around.
The animation in this film
was very well done. The brightly-colored computer animation
was mixed in with regularly
spaced watercolor-like animation effects that were used to
tell specific story parts.
The whole vibe
of the film
was very
fluid
and

Kung Fu Game

Jason Preston

Entertainment Editor
“Kung Fu Panda:” a video
game now? Hollywood seems
to waste no time in milking as much

“

...The whole
package gives this
film a memorable
look and feel.
-PETER RICHARDSON

”

“Kung Fu Panda” is a tale
of a loser panda that fights his
way to his dreams and on the
way saves his world. The story
has a somewhat tired feel to it
and has no surprises at all, but
it was executed solidly enough
and in the end does not detract
from the film. The three things
that prop this movie up from
just another animated film to be
lost in the wastes of time are the
voice acting, the animation and
the lushly-styled setting.
“Kung Fu Panda” sports a
surprisingly solid cast, including Jack Black, Lucy Liu,
Jackie Chan, Dustin Hoffman,
Seth Rogen and Angelina Jolie.
Each of these actors is given a
strong role, but there is no question that Black, as Po the panda,
is the standout in the crowd.
Black’s typical silly faces,
physical humor and comedic
style all translate excellently

flowi n g .
The action
scenes were
very well done
for an animated
movie, and all kinds
of slow motion and bullet time effects were used
very tastefully throughout.
The last standout part of this
film was the lush and fun setting. Taking cues from all the
generic asian films, “Kung Fu
Panda” repaints all the typicial
asian fair with new animated
style and flair. The aforementioned watercolor scenes really
show off the great art direction
and the whole package gives
this film a memorable look and
feel.
Overall this movie was fun
and enjoyable. The cast was
great and Black was genuinely funny as Po the misplaced
panda. The animation and scenery make this movie memorable
and the fun action is fast-paced
while still family friendly. If
you are looking for a fun movie
for some good humored laughs
or a nice date, “Kung Fu Panda”
is the film for you.

“family-friendly title,” while
the last sentence declares “prepare for awesomeness!” There
is absolutely nothing awesome
about family-friendly material, and in fact how we tell
whether a game is good or not
is almost dependent on how it
much it isn’t family friendly,
unless your parents wake you
up for school every morning
by tossing a grenade into your
room.
Alright, lets talk about the
sexy moves in Kung Fu that
can allow a 95 pound
Chinese man to put the
Power Rangers to
shame. Oh wait…
there’s nothing in
that
category
because this is
a

“family-friendly title.” Sure
there are attacks, but it turns
out to be a massive buttonmashing session that makes
“Super Smash Brothers” look
like a point-and-click adventure. It’s one of the first PC
games I’ve played where you
don’t use the mouse at all during the actually playing time,
aside from boosting up your
stats. It’s taken from the 3rd
person perspective and I really
wish it wasn’t because there’s
only so much moving girth you can
watch at one time
before being disgusted
Instead
of
the mouse, the
player uses the
arrow keys to
move the camera, while A, S,
W, and D are for
movement
of Po
the

Panda. So how is
one supposed to
attack or open a door
with the action key?
Well Activision, in
their infinite wisdom, decided that a
player would have to
sacrifice movement or
camera angle by using
certain fingers for more
than one task. It becomes
such a jumble at times that
us normal people will have
to frantically move our hands
around the keyboard in order
to survive against the almost
insane amounts of things
the game will throw at you.
Don’t even try hard difficulty
because the only way I can
see a 10-year-old beating it is

from
a franchise
as they
possibly
can. There’s
one thing to
keep in mind
with most video
games that are based
off movies: 85 percent
of them are terrible, and the
“Kung Fu Panda” video game
is no exception. What really
got me was that the game came
with a letter from a publicist at
Activision, the company that
produced it. In the first paragraph they call it their newest

if they’ve got a third arm or
the coordination and reflexes
of a Jedi.
Then again it’s hard for
me, an adult, to take a game
designed for children serious-

“

There could have
been so much
more... ...mediocre
at best.
-JASON PRESTON

”

ly. Rather than give authentic
Kung Fu technique, there’s
an ability that allows you to
reenact a game of bowling,
except your rear end is the ball
and the hordes of pigs with
machetes are the pins. This
is not a form of martial arts.
This is trying to make nagging
mothers happy because they
can’t grasp the idea of their
children enjoying round after
round of kicking butt in an
adventure.
There could have been so
much more to this game, but
instead it was just mediocre
at best. What surprised me
most is that you actually need
a high-end PC to play “Kung
Fu Panda” because rather than
having dialog and videos after
the loading is done, the developers at Activision decided to
put all these during the loading
of the game’s levels, causing
such massive lag in the sound
and video that you’ll think
you’re actually playing a highend game. Calling the game
high-end would be a lie, but
what isn’t these days, when
everything advertisers tell you
about a product is designed
to sell it to people who don’t
know any better? The kids
with three arms may enjoy it,
but if you’re in the group of
people with only two arms,
then “prepare for frustration!”

Weezer’s latest album more pop and less rock
The Red Album

William Sohl

Staff Reporter
Since Rivers Cuomo dropped
his Alone: The Home Recordings
of Rivers Cuomo, I’ve been
extremely anxious to hear the
new Weezer album. The album
gave a new face to some old
Weezer classics, along with
some samples of Weezer songs
that could have been. So when
the boys began dropping hints
about their sixth, and third self-

titled, album being experimental, images of Pinkerton began
dancing in my head, mixed with
the unpolished feel of River’s
solo album. Unfortunately, what
The Red Album turned out to be
is an overly mixed and mastered
pop album.
Don’t get me wrong,
the first single “Pork and Beans”
can hold its own. It’s a bit reminiscent of “Buddy Holly,” and
the video has quickly become
one of the most popular on
YouTube. In addition to this,
honorable mentions should
be given to “Dreamin’” and
“The Greatest Man That Ever
Lived (Variations on a Shaker
Hymn).” The former brings the
old angst Weezer captured as
teens and points it at their loom-

ing 40s. The latter shows the
band experimenting in nearly
every musical style ever invented, but still managing to keep it
their own.
Past these though, the album
begins to fall short of the mark.
Weezer has moved even further
to the pop side of pop-rock. The
four bonus tracks on the deluxe

edition, “Miss Sweeney,” “Pig,”
“The Spider” and “King” are
all pretty hard to distinguish
between and really don’t bring
much to the album.
Red Album could also accurately be described as the first
fully Weezer album. Rivers
shared singing and songwriting duty with the rest of the
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band, giving each member their
own chance on the microphone.
Scott Shriner’s “Cold Dark
World” sounds like it’s right
off of a Maroon 5 album. The
singing isn’t great, the tempo is
slow, and the guitar is unimaginative. Brian Bell’s “Thought I
Knew” comes off as closer to
a boyband song than any kind
of rock. It’s chocked full of
sappy acoustic guitar, excessive
vamping and overly tremulous
vocals. Only drummer Patrick
Wilson’s “Automatic” really
brought anything interesting
to the table. Unfortunately, this
contribution is marred by the
remix of the song, found in the
“Gran Turismo 4” soundtrack,
that makes it sound straight off
of a Brittany Spears record.

Inconsistent is probably the
best way to describe the Red
Album. It made clear so far
we’ve had Rivers albums, not
Weezer albums. And while this
new variety may gain them a
wider range of fans, it won’t
satisfy people hoping for another Blue Album or Pinkerton.
I wouldn’t recommend rushing out to get this album, but
there are a few worthwhile
tracks that would be worth the
$.99 on iTunes. There may
be some hope in rumors that
Weezer will be trying to release
a second album in the next year,
as they did with Maladroit. But
I can honestly say this is the
first time the prospect of a new
Weezer album doesn’t have me
excited.

